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The Granite Falls History Committee is pleased to announced the winners of the ñTwelve Days of Christmasò Art 
Contest held during December at the Granite Falls History and Transportation Museum.   

Granite Falls Elementary School:  Natalie Pina, First Place; Nathan Hall, Second Place; and Gracie Elliott, Third 
Place 

Granite Falls Middle School:   Dawson Miller, First Place; Kiersten Smith, Second Place; Lucia Santos-Barrios, Third 
Place Tie; and Ricky Coffey, Third Place Tie.   

The Overall Peopleôs Choice Award selected by visitors to the museum went to Elijah Albright for his depiction of 
ñFour Calling Birds.ò   

Dr. Caryl Burns, Mayor Pro Tem and Chairman of the Granite Falls History Committee, presented ribbons and 
certificates to winners who were present during a special Twelfth Night Reception held Sunday, January 6, 2019 
from 2 until 4 p.m. in the museum. The art work will remain on exhibit through Sunday, January 27th.   

Claudia Bujold, of the History Committee, coordinated the contest.  She arranged for Ellen Schwarzbek, of Hickory, 
to provide impartial judging.  Ms. Schwarzbek received a degree in painting from Rhode Island School of Design and  
a Masterôs in Art History from UNC-Chapel Hill.  Her work is currently on display at Full Circle Arts Gallery downtown 
Hickory.                                      
                                                             (Photos of art work made by Linda Crowder - Photo of Albright and Burns made by Barbara Ross) 

Dawson Miller won the First Place 
Award for the Middle School.  

 
ñTWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMASò 

Art Contest 

Elijah Albright (left)  
with Dr. Caryl Burns 

RECORDING THE HISTORY OF GRANITE FALLS, NORTH CAROLINA 
Photo Contest in May 

Help celebrate the 120th Anniversary of the incorporation of the Town of Granite Falls by participating in the Photo 
Contest to be held in May.  The Granite Falls History Committee is seeking photos that depict life in Granite Falls 
from May 1, 2018 through  April 30, 2019.  There are four (4) categories:  1.  The Town of Granite Falls featuring 
town employees and/or volunteers doing the work of the Town.  2.  Businesses in Granite Falls showing employees 
making products,  providing services, or generally taking care of business.  3.  Transportation photos that show road 
construction, vehicles, traffic signs,  etc.  4.  Activities and Events that portray life in Granite Falls such as festivals, 
sports, hobbies, theatrical presentations, church events, school activities, civic club projects, etc.   

In addition to recognizing local photographers, the History Committee is seeking photographs that the Granite Falls 
(PHOTO CONTEST continued on page 2) 

Natalie Pina received the First Place Award 
for the Elementary School. 
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GFHA BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Update 

Hike to the Falls:  The Granite Falls Historical Association 
Board of Trustees has picked Saturday, March 16, 2019 
for the next Hike to the Falls.  The Board will announce 
more specific plans after its next meeting on Tuesday, 
February 19, 2019 at 2 p.m. 

HISTORY COMMITTEE 
Update 

The Granite Falls History Committee met Tuesday,  
December 18, 2018 at 1 p.m. in the museum. Members 
reviewed plans for the Art Contest and made menu 
assignments for the reception, which featured a Twelfth 
Night theme.   

The Committee met again in the museum on Tuesday, 
January 15, 2019 at 2:30 p.m.  Members reviewed the 
Art Contest and Twelfth Night Reception.   They were 
pleased with the outcome, but noted places they could  
improve.  They will follow the judgeôs suggestion to 
hang the art with paper clips rather than tape, and they 
talked about notifying winners in advance to encourage 
them to attend the award presentation.   

Committee members decided to have two (2) categories 
for the Quilt Contest in March - one for regular size and 
one for minis.  The committee will hold a reception for 
quilters on Sunday, March 31, 2019 from 2 until 4 p.m. 

The next meeting will be in the museum on Tuesday, 
February 19, 2019 at 1 p.m. 

Veterans Books for Sale:  Linda Crowder has three (3) 
copies of a photo book featuring the Granite Falls 
Veterans Monument that she will sell on a first come 
first serve basis.  The book includes photos of the 
ground breaking,  construction, and dedication along 
with information about each photo.  The selling price is 
$24.00 each, and she will donate $15.00 for each book 
sold to GFHA.  She is able to make the donation 
because she ordered these particular books through 
special promotions from ShutterflyÈ.  Call her at (828) 
396-1066 if you are interested.    

Historical Association can use to illustrate Etched in 
Granite, Volume II.   Photographers should choose 
subjects that depict current hairstyles, fads, fashions, 
etc.  Visitors to the museum during May will select a 
Peopleôs Choice Award for each category.   

Entries shall be matted or mounted on poster board 
so they can be hung by binder clips on the museum 
display boards.  Each person may enter two (2) 
photos per category.   Entries may be taken to the 
museum in April during normal hours (Saturdays and 
Sundays from 2 until 4 p.m. - except Easter weekend 
when the museum is closed) or photographers may 
call Linda Crowder at (828) 396-1066 to make other 
arrangements.  Entry forms will be available at the 
welcome desk and on the museum website in April. 

 

MAKING HISTORY IN GRANITE FALLS 
Winter Storm Diego 

Winter Storm Diego dumped approximately fourteen 
(14) inches of snow on Granite Falls and neighboring 
areas from Saturday, December 8th through Sunday, 
December 9th.  According to The Weather Channel 
(weather.com),  the storm began as rain in Southern 
California on December 6th with snow in the higher 
elevations.  As it made its way across the South and 
up the Eastern Coast, the storm caused mudslides, 
flash flooding, icy road conditions, closed roads, and 
power outages.   At least four (4) deaths in North 
Carolina were attributed to the storm, including a 
truck driver whose body was found more than a 
month after his big rig went into the Neuse River. 

At one point, there were about 400,000 customers in 
the Southeast without power.  The Town of Granite 
Falls, which has its own electrical distribution system, 
reported no outages.  An aggressive tree trimming 
program had reduced the number of branches that 
were likely to fall on power lines.  The photo below 
shows snow remaining in the municipal parking lot on 
January 2, 2019.  The photographer reported she 
saw the last remnants of this pile on January 6, 2019.   

(PHOTO CONTEST continued from page 1) 
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FROM THE 
FEBRUARY 2003 
NEWSLETTER 

MASTER MUNICIPAL 
CLERK:  Granite Falls 
Town Clerk Judy Mackie 
earned her Master 
Municipal Clerk (MMC) 
certification from the 
International Institute of 
Municipal Clerks (IIMC), 
which is the highest level 
awarded by the Institute.  
At the time, IIMC had 

10,300 members and only 235 active clerks in the world 
had achieved the top level.   She is married to Jim 
Mackie, and they have two (2) children - Elisa and 
Andrew.  Mrs. Mackie is shown above with Mayor Hayes 
who presented her with a plaque and lapel pin. 

HONORING O.M. 
HICE AND ROBERT 
C. WAKEFIELD:  
During an annual 
business session on 
October 21, 2002, the 
North Carolina 
League of 
Municipalities 
posthumously 
honored two (2) 
Granite Falls 
residents - Robert C. Wakefield and O. M. Hice for their 
services to the Town.  Mayor Barry Hayes and the Town 
Council presented the resolutions to their wives - Raye 
Wakefield and Zelma Hice.  Mr. Wakefield served as 
mayor and town council member for a total of 24 years.  
Mr. Hice served on the town council for 11 years.  
Shown in the photo above are Raye Wakefield, Zelma 
Hice, and Barry Hayes. 

FURNITURE 
OUTLET MALL 
TO BE BUILT:  
Mayor Barry 
Hayes (shown in 
the photo on the 
left) attended a 
ground breaking 
for a furniture 
mall located on 
Hwy 321 in front 

of Pooveyôs Grove Baptist Church and adjacent to MDI.  
Local furniture manufacturers planning to lease space in 

Updating Etched in Granite 
 2003 

the building included Broyhill, Bernhardt, and 
Kincaid.  The 100,000 square foot facility had an 
estimated cost of $6.5 million.  May 2003 was the 
anticipated completion date.   Gregory Kiziah had 
petitioned the Town to annex the 6.43 acres.   

FROM THE MAY 2003 NEWSLETTER 

OUTSTANDING 
COMMUNITY 
SERVICE:  The Town of 
Granite Falls recognized 
three (3) teenagers for 
their service to the 
community by 
presenting them with the 
Presidentôs Student 
Service Award.  Steele 
Parris, the son of Rhon 
and Leah Parris, earned 
a Gold Award by 
performing over 100 hours of service in 2002.  At 
the time of his award, he was the Senior Patrol 
Leader of Boys Scouts of America 264 and Cub 
Scout Den Chief for Pack 260.  He had already 
started working toward winning the award for 2003.  
Patty Parris, his sister, also earned a Gold Award.  
She was a member of Venture Crew 264 and Crew 
Secretary.  She hoped to expand her ability to teach 
and help other members win the award.  The third 
winner was Brian Volz., the son of  Scott and Lorrie 
Volz.   He won the Silver Award, but he planned to 
work for the Gold during the coming year.  He was a 
member of BSA Troop 264, and he served as the 
Chaplainôs Aid to the troop. The above photo shows 
Patty Parris in front of Steele Parris, Mayor Barry 
Hayes, and Brian Volz (l to r).    

FROM THE SEPTEMBER  2003 
NEWSLETTER 

WELCOME, MARSHA 
HARBISON:  Marsha Harbison 
began working part time as a 
customer service representative 
in the Town Office in the 
summer of 2003.  Her photo is 
on the left.   

FAREWELL, SANDRA 
BROWN:  Police Officer Sandra 

Brown retired from the GFPD 
on May 31, 2003 with 22 
years of service (1981 - 
2003).  She was the first 
female officer in Granite Falls.  
On behalf of the Town, Mayor 
Barry Hayes presented her 
with a plaque and a rocking 
chair.  Their photo is on the 
right.   


